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pound or more, daily, in a quart of water, wine, or milk, according to the nature 
of the case. In the case of general irritability, as observed in members of the 
religious fraternity, and in priapism, it is best given in cold water. When 
excitement of the genital organs is complicated with irritation of the chest, 
milk is the best vehicle.—Brit, and For. Med. Chir. Rev., from Rev. MM.-Chir., 
tom. v. 
8. Physiological Action of Nitrate of Potassa.—By F. Loffler.—The follow¬ 
ing account of the action of nitre, is derived from a series of experiments made 
by five students on their own persons, while in health. The salt was taken in 
solution, with the addition of a little mucilage, in quantities increasing gra¬ 
dually from one to five drachms daily. The proportion for each day was divided 
into five separate doses. Each student took in this manner, during the course 
of one experiment, from three to five ounces. 
After from eight to twelve days’ use of the medicine, the blood drawn from 
the veins presented the following characters: 1. In colour and density it re¬ 
sembled cherryjuice. 2. The number and size of the colourless blood corpus¬ 
cles were increased. 3. The blood globules were paler in colour. 4. The 
blood coagulated very quickly. (The average time required for the coagulation 
of blood taken from the five subjects of experiment, previous to the employment 
of the nitre, was ten minutes—after its use, only five minutes and three quar¬ 
ters.) 5. Increased proportion of water, and corresponding diminution of the 
solid constituents of the blood. 6. Diminution of its fat. 7. Increased proportion 
of ash in serum. 8. Diminished firmness and elasticity of the crassamentum, 
the solid constituents of which were less in quantity than in normal blood. 
The symptoms observed from the use of the nitre were general weakness, and 
indisposition to exertion of body or mind, increasing in intensity with the con¬ 
tinued employment of the drug; low spirits; fatigue from the slightest exertion ; 
the muscles and joints felt as if they had been bruised, and the knees were 
especially weak; constant disposition to sleep, slow and weak pulse. This 
last symptom began to show itself on the second or third day, and gradually 
became more marked ; so that towards the end of the experiment the frequency 
of the pulse was several times reduced to twenty beats in the minute. The 
pulse did not recover its normal strength and frequency for seven or eight days 
after the discontinuance of the medicine. Towards the end of the experiment, 
the face became distinctly paler and thinner. The appetite continued good, and 
the digestion was not disordered. The action of the bowels was for the most 
part healthy, at other times the drug occasioned some pain of the belly, followed 
by purging. On account of the great heat which prevailed while the experi¬ 
ments were made, no certain deductions can be drawn in reference to its action 
upon the kidneys. The quantity of urine, on several occasions, exceeded by as 
much again the amount of fluid drank, and generally there was more or less 
diuresis. 
The author promises to repeat his experiments when the temperature is more 
suitable, to ascertain precisely the changes induced in the composition and 
quantity of the urine.—Schmidt’s Jahrb., 1848. 
[In the Union Med., of March 3, M. Vanoye reports a case, where one and a-half 
ounces of the nitrate of potassa were given, by mistake, to a young female, ill of 
typhus fever. For an hour she experienced considerable uneasiness and inclina¬ 
tion to vomit. Her face became remarkably pale, contrasting strongly with its 
previous febrile flush. Repeated vomitings, alternated with fainting, soon suc¬ 
ceeded. The vomited matter contained bile, and a large quantity of blood. She 
complained of acute pains in the epigastrium. From being strong and full, the 
pulse was now small and irregular, and fears were entertained for the patient’s 
life. She recovered. The treatment consisted in cold emollient drinks, a little 
laudanum, and sinapisms. She had no desire to urinate until about four hours 
after taking the nitre, when she passed some clear, high-coloured urine, which 
gave no deposit on cooling. Afterwards the quantity of urine was not greater 
than the normal. It is worthy of remark that, on the day following, the pa¬ 
tient was convalescent from the typhus fever. This fact is the more surprising 
as, of three members of the same family who had typhus at the same time, one 
died, and the other two were long and seriously ill. 
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M. Yanoyo’s case is peculiar in the entire absence of diuresis, which can be 
accounted for only by supposing that the salt was rejected by vomiting. The 
action being purely local on the gastro-intcstinal mucous membrane, absorp¬ 
tion was prevented, and hence the secondary effects could not be manifested.] 
—Monthly Retrospect, April 1849. 
9. Experiments on Senna and Argol Leaves.—According to IIeberleln, spirit 
of wine extracts from senna leaves only elilorophylle and extractive matter, 
the cathartine of Lassaigne and Feneulle, which does not, however, possess in 
the slightest degree the purgative effect ascribed to it by those gentlemen ; for 
after repeated experiments with smaller quantities, the alcoholic extract of one 
and a-half ounces of senna loaves were taken without any effect. The useless¬ 
ness of treating senna leaves with spirit of wine, and the inefficacy of tinctura 
sennas arc therefore obvious. The aqueous extract of four drachms of senna 
leaves, which had first been exhausted by spirit of wine, effected evacuations 
with griping: so that the griping principle had not been removed by the spirit. 
The leaves used for these experiments were those of Tripoli senna, which are 
cpiite free from the leaves of Cynanchum Arghcul. The latter, which are found 
among the Alexandrian senna, are in bad favour among physicians, but without 
just grounds, for experiments made with the picked loaves of Cynanchum 
Arghud showed them to be harmless. An infusion of two and a-half drachms 
produced no effect or inconvenience.—Monthly Retrospect, April 1849, from 
Pharmaccutisches Central-Blatt, No. 54. 
10. Sulphate of Amorphous Quinine.—As a therapeutic agent, Mr. Bullock. 
of London, considers this preparation in every respect equal, and for some pur¬ 
poses superior, to the crystalline variety of quinine. It is now some years 
since Mr. B. first recommended it to the profession, during which period its 
value as a substitute for the ordinary sulphate has been most extensively tested 
in all those diseases in which quinine is employed. As a periodic in intermit¬ 
tent fever and neuralgia, it appears to be equally energetic with the crystalline 
preparation, and as a stomachic and general tonic, many bear testimony to its 
greater efficiency, from the ease with which it is borne by the stomach. The 
headache, and o'ther unpleasant effects, which frequently result from the exhi¬ 
bition of quinine, are rarely occasioned by the amorphous salt. 
The salts of amorphous quinine being deliquescent, the sulphate is sold in 
solution, five minims of which contain a grain of the salt. This is very con¬ 
venient in prescribing. Mr. B. recommends those who desire to employ it in 
combination with a vegetable acid, to order the acetate which is prepared in 
the same manner as the sulphate. The following are the proportions of the 
different acids required for the preparation of the salts of amorphous quinine. 
One grain of amorphous quinine requires 
4 minims dilute sulphuric acid. 
3 “ hydrochloric acid. 
5 “ nitric acid. 
3 “ phosphoric acid. 
7 acetic acid. 
2 grains citric acid 1 Mix with the amorphous quinine, 
2 “ tartaric acid } then add a few drops of water. 
Bub the amorphous quinine with the acid in a mortar until it is dissolved. 
The price of the sulphate of amorphous quinine, which is less than one-half 
that of the crystalline variety, strongly recommends it to the physicians ol 
hospitals, dispensaries, and other charitable establishments, as well as to 
country practitioners, who will find it a considerable economy. 
[From extensive trials, we arc satisfied that the solution of the sulphate ot 
amorphous quinine, represents all the most important physiological and thera¬ 
peutic properties of cinchona bark. We found it eminently useful in improving 
digestion, and in restoring the normal tone to the stomach of convalescents 
from cholera. In diseases of debility generally, it is an excellent tonic. Equally 
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